
 

Dear Fellow Knights, 

In the May 2021 Columbia publication: 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2021/may/fromthesk050121.html, our Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly 
talks about honoring our own mothers on Mother’s Day.  For Mother’s Day, my two older brothers, Tom & Tony 
and I convened at Haven Homes in Maple Plain where our 92-year-old mother resides in assisted living.  Having not 
seen eachother for over a year due to Covid, we talked nonstop from 1:30 to 4:30 about our families and a variety of 
topics.  It was an interesting dynamic having only the boys present with none of our sisters.  I was frankly a bit 
concerned that, without any sisters, we could keep the conversation going for any amount of time but when 4:30 
rolled around, our mother reminded us that she needed to start preparing for supper at 5:00 which meant that we 
needed to wrap things up.  I think we were all a bit astounded that three hours had passed but my mother declared 
that it was one of the best Mother’s Day she’s ever had, just listening to her boys.        

Patrick Kelly reminds us in his article that in the month of May, when we honor our own mothers on Mother’s Day, 
to also remember to honor Mary, our Blessed Mother.  He states, “As the leader of a fraternal order with a founding 
mission to care for women and children, I must begin with a note of honor to our mothers during this month when 
we celebrate Mother’s Day. I’m grateful for the fact that my own mother is still going strong at 94, and with you I 
pray for all the mothers in our lives — whether living or deceased. 

This month of May, which is devoted to the Blessed Mother, also offers an excellent opportunity to reflect upon 
Mary’s role in our lives and in the Church today. While Knights are devoted to Mary under many different titles, we 
have long had a special devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The tenure of Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, 
who consecrated the Order to Our Lady of Guadalupe when he was installed, formalized that devotion’s place in the 
Order’s spirituality, but the history goes back even further. 

As a fraternity which spread to Canada, the Philippines and Mexico within a generation of its founding in the United 
States, it is only natural that we would turn to the Virgin of Tepeyac. Mary, under the title Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
is acclaimed the Patroness of the Americas and the Philippines, Star of the New Evangelization and Protectress of 
the Unborn. Her reassuring message to St. Juan Diego, an Indigenous layman, in 1531, is a message for all of us: 
“Am I not here, I who has the honor to be your mother?” 

When we became Knights, we were given this powerful weapon against evil with the words, “Her holy rosary in our 
hands, going where we go. The salutation ‘Hail Mary’ on our lips. What challenge can we not face? What victories 
can we not achieve?” 

We have received a tremendous gift in the rosary, in the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and in the Blessed 
Mother herself. Christ’s words from the cross to the apostle John were spoken to the entire Church and to each of us: 
“Behold your mother” (Jn 19:27). 

She is our mother. She is our queen. And we are her Knights. Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us!” 

A few years ago, I tried to come up with a time for my family and I to consistently pray the rosary.  The only time 
that became apparent was when we were all together in the confined space of our vehicle as we drove to church on 
Sunday mornings.  So, we started saying the rosary together as a family on the way to church and that practice 
continues to this day.  I hope that in this month of May as the days get longer and warmer you are able to find some 
time to honor your mothers and to also pray the rosary! 

In Christ, 

Pete Courteau 

Grand Knight 

 


