
Dear Fellow Knights, 

The April 2021 edition of Columbia magazine talks about two documentaries released by the 
Knight of Columbus which will air on Catholic television networks and are also streaming for 
free online.  The first is about St. Junipero, the Franciscan friar known as the Apostle of 
California, who founded a series of missions that would eventually become many of the state’s 
great cities.  In this documentary, you will learn about Father Serra’s heroic missionary activity 
to Indigenous peoples in 18th-century North America.  At a time when his legacy has been called 
into question, a 28-minute film titled St. Juniper Serra: A Man of God, A Mission of Love gives a 
clear picture of his holy life and courageous work, including his defense of Indigenous people 
form the abuses of the Spanish colonial government.  One year before he beatified Fray Junípero 
Serra in 1988, St. John Paul II made a pilgrimage to the grave of the Franciscan priest at Mission 
San Carlos Borroméo in Carmel, California.  See www.kofc.org/serra. 

The second documentary entitled Armed with the Faith: The Knights of Columbus and the 
Military traces the Order’s close relationship with the armed forces since its early days.  The 41-
minute film combines stories of heroic Knights in military service with a broad view of K of C 
support for service members’ material and spiritual needs – from World War I recreation huts to 
Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage – in fulfillment of the Order’s principle of patriotism. Of the 
film, new Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly said, “The legacy of the Knights of Columbus’ service 
to our men and women in the armed forces is nearly as old as our organization itself and it is an 
essential component of our future. I am so very grateful to my predecessor, Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson, for the strides he took to strengthen and deepen the bond of service between the 
Knights and the military, including this video.  It’s a bond for me that is very deeply personal. 
My grandfather joined the Knights in 1915 just before he left for World War I. My father was a 
Knight and a Naval Officer. And, aside from marrying my wife, my decisions to join the United 
States Navy and the Knights of Columbus, are the two best decisions of my life.  There should 
be no surprise that the two have drawn out of me similar virtues and provided me with a similar 
sense of fulfilment. Nor should there be any doubt that the Knights of Columbus will continue 
to support and to build up the Catholic faithful during their time of service in the military and to 
provide a place of ongoing brotherhood and support even after active service is complete – 
challenging men to be heroes, heroes of the faith.”  See www.kofc.org/military. 

In Christ,  

Pete Courteau 

Grand Knight 

 

 

 

 

 


